Fi viends i in the. Womens Meeti ngs. in | 
Sf 0 be read among t themin the fear of God.” 


> Ear Friends and Sifters i in Chrift to you is thi 
§ tation of my true and fincere Love, in the ever bleffed — 
re and precious truth of our God : and to you is.my 
leart. , in the tender love of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, ‘aie. hath reached unto us, and lifted up the light of his 
countenance upon us, and caufed the ever blefféd li Fe. Of his 
everlafting day to thine among us; and hath made known the 
riches of his grace unto us, in. order to fit and p prepa re us for hij - 
own work and fervice::‘To you. my ‘wellbeloved in the Lord,’ doth 
my Love and Life reach at this time ; to you that are given up ta 
the Lord his:‘Truth and People ; with chearfullnets, of Heart 
@ and. readinefS of mind, according to the meaftire of his grace 
1° committed unto you; and the breathings of my Soul tintothe God 
hye he Life is, that he may. ene, you. all with his heavenly Gifts, 
may. ‘be ftr ong in. “the power of his might, and 
able: fo.perform the. ‘work and fetyice of the Lor fd, che 
Church of Chrif in this your dai tip your: Generation 
Sin. faithfulneds: unto. the end: O ‘tender Friends, and well- 


Bet 


Beloved Sifters ‘in the Lord, ‘having ‘fence. of your great O8, 
an an the Church, of ch 
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F filled with divine vertues, that fhe was able and ready to be help- 


_. her: She was indeed one of the Lords worthies ; who hath taken 


. 


‘ 


: 


whom the Lord had furnifhed.with his heavenly Wifdom, and fo | 


ful in all concerns in the Church’ of Both 
Temporal; this I was fenfible of by that acquaintance I had with 


her unto himfelf; and he was right worthy of her; who had 
made her worthy of fo bleffed a work, hopourable a-fervice 
in the Church of : who bleffed) her labour ,ang madei;, | 
effe&tual for good (as is well known’ to you that have been Ey« 
. witneffes, and converfant with her ? as by rhe many living tetti: 
monys from the faithful Brethren and Sifters is demonftrated, ana 
Thad true unity with you in it, and I was refrefhed, and my heart 
Was. truély tendered, and’ broken: before the Lord; and was af- 
feéted ‘withnyour care.and.diligence toleave.it upon Record, that 
her worthinef$may not be forgotten, nor her faithfulnef be Bu- 
_ ried in the Grave of Oblivion ; I fay my heart was affected in the 
reading thereof, and the defire of my Soul is, that we that are} 
left behind, may walk in the fame Path; and that her paft publick 
teftimony that fhe bore among you, may not be forgotten by you, 
but that it may be had in remembrance; for it was feafonable, | 
and needful, viz. Againft Pride and Vanity and fuperfluity in} 
- many of the younger fort that profefs the Holy Truth :. which is 
a grief to the righteous to fee how it abounds among fuch. in the 
City of London, and fome other places: My {pirit have been long 
griéved, and my Soul bowed down under the weight of it :: but 
confidering how many-worthy Inftraments attended your Meet- 
ings, and. not doubting but the Lord hath putit intotheir hearts to 
teftific againft it, I was willing to be filent, and bear the burthen| 
and mourn in fécret to fee how Pride and Vanity notwith 
ftanding. hath taken piace, in that profefS thetruth; fo: the 
ul is, that thofe concerned See 


true defire of my So oncerned may te 

and be bowed down, and caft‘of that which caufeth the weights, 
and brings the heavy burtheris'upon the honeft‘hearted, and grieves 
the Holy fpiric of the Lord, which is the Sin that fo eafily Tele 
to wit Pride, and is fo delightful to the young people, that the 
Enemy hath capeivated tasty, and taken many in that Snare.to the 
difhonour of God and his precious truth which they profefs ; and 
that tothe hurt of their own Souls; therefore in bowels of tendet 
~ Love, I exhort you all whom it may. concern, to.whom this may 
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feck the Glory of God and the‘peace and welfare of your own 


Souls; and: the Holy | truth:!that you 
: profels, and are convinced of, which the God’ of all our 
mercies hath made known unto you: let your adorning be 
that comely ornament of a meek and quiet {pirit; like Haly 
women prafefling godlinefs: swith good: works: Ob! 


and his dervants, 


and mind. the light, of Chrift i 
hearts and Confci 


ences, guided by it into. 


mility of mind, that you might not be evil examples tq others. i 


round about 
upon 


ou;: for, the Eyes of :many in the Nation are 
thofe «hat, are: inclined. to. take. liberty ' in. Pride 


and vanity;:and fuperfluity; tr you ;,and when 


have been cautioned. and adm onithed, plainnefs as be- 
Gomes the ornth, they turn it upon ys, and fay, This is little 
to what Friends wear: in London: (which is too true on fome) 


therefore I intnreat you to. deny your: felves and take up the 


Crofs: and follow Chri? Fefus, in the ftreight and narrow way 


that leads: to Life and. peace : And you .are: Elders in the 
(Church and Mothers in Ifrael, I intreat you watch over the 


younger for good, and be gaod patterns and Holy examples to 
them, and ufe all diligence ta admonifh, and counfel, me 3 much 
rendernefs in the wifdom and:power of God, and judge down Pride 
and wanity, cfpecially in own Families; and give no liberty 
to your Children to pleate them ingany thing that is contrary 
terruth: when they fhall fay a one have a Chain 


of Gold; why may not I? or any needle(s.thing thas may 


give ogcafion to enemies of truth, to.poing atit, and fay the 
Quakers ara as ran. any newsixfhion as we, andfo 
Gaufe che weak to. 


mble, and) turn: the finaphe out-of the way: 
therefore my dear Friends and Sifters, you. that-have a concern 
upon youifor che Church, and are Elders in the. Family of God, 
fiand up in the power and. Holy authority of God, a find the 


Babilonish and the wedge of Gold, that hinders [faels 


d-put ef the Camp; aw ¥. with the naked 
sacl the needlefs pinches,and. Rufies. the high dreffes 

as they and 


might prevail with | you ta follow: the council: the Lond, 


the Hair wanton. Eyes walking and 
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chis-trath; leaft inftead of a Girdle he fend'a Rent; and inftead of 
well-fer Hair Baldnefs, and inftead Stomacher.a girding. of 
Sackeloth, and burning inftead of: beauty; éxcept: you repent : 
therefore; I intreat. you, receive it in Love, asa warning to you, 
: Jaying afideall fuperfluity, and receive with meekneds the ingrafted 
~ Word which is able to. fave you. out of all thofe things (which 
grieves ‘the good Spirit of | 
-moft ‘holy Faith which purifies» thé Heart, and gives Victory over 
World::: Thefe things have been a grief unto me, and lay as. 
‘a weight upon me for a longtime: and: when Iheard the teftimony 


d::) ‘and build you up in that 


‘of our dear Sifter, which may be taken as the Dying words of fo 
Swerthy.an Inftrumene:; it, fay, was more to.be obferved,.and 
“minded by thofe concerned. “And it arolein my Heéart,in the opery 
‘ings of ‘Life. now it feafonable time for me to:eafe my Spirir, 
clear my ro or revive, this the. laft: publick tefti- 
“mony: of our dear Sifter, that it may. not be forgotten by any 
‘that are concerned: fo my dear Friends, I havethis to fay toyou 
that love the Lord above al},and are given up in his fervice, in the 
works of Pietyand Charity; you are the Cholen Veffels: of the 
‘Lord, who -will be with you, ‘notwithftanding he hath removed 
and taken away fueh a faithful Labourer, and fellow helper from 
‘among you, yet the Lord is with you my tender Friends, 


yea, I fay, I/raels God is among you, and he will give you wifdom 
and ftrength, as you wait upon him; therefore be incouraged in 


the bleffed work-of the Lord, unto which you are called, and be 
bold and valiant for the truth, to withftand all the falfe pretends 


ers to love and unity, and are ina dividing Spirit, and fecretly 
endeavouring, to difturb the Churches peace. And ftand up in the 


q » 4trength of the Lord, and in the power of his might againft all. 
». fuch which would deftroy your comly Order (into which the 


f Tord hath gathered you’) and bring all into Confufion as 


they are: and as your Hearts are inclined to this good work, 


4 _ the: Lord who is rich in mercy and goodnefs, he will fill your 


Qivers with pollifhed: Arrows, and caufé gyour Bow to abide in — 


| 2 ftrength, and fo furnifh you with his heavenly vertues to inable 


you for his:work and fervice, that hercalls you to, that hard 


things will be made cafie unto you; Ye beloved of the Lord, Gods 


wer will furrourid’ you, and his- Salvation will be as Walls and 


| ! Bulwarks about you, and his- pure Powerful prefence willupheld — 


you, 


Sa 
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Jou and:prefervé yon unto the end,Amen. So to the graceofGod, 

Trecommend you, that is-ableto keep both you and me;and-ell-his 

Flock and Family every where, in the unity of the Spirit, which is 
the bond of true peace, and in thc Holy fellowfhip of thie Gofpel 4 
of peace: where there:is no feperation,, for:we have. large 
experience of his gdodnels and mercies and favours ; ‘for our God 
hath done greatthings.forus.even beyond utterance; what Tongue 
is able to declare, his notable Adts, and his wonderful doings 
among hts faithful people? Oh! who can but praife him, and mag- 
nifie his.glorious name and return thank{fgiving with Hallelujab 
over all, for he is worthy faith my Soul, who am your Friend.and 
Sifter in the Lord ‘fefus Chrift, and have thus far cleared my ‘Con. 
fcienceandeafed my Spiri, 
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Bear with my plainne|s and homely exprefiae = 
Charity make way for it, for the truths fake, 
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